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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact: Debbie Rios-Vanskike

Thursday






Voice: (210) 734-7184, ext 1043
May 12, 2011






Email: drv@sazoo-aq.org
WHOA…IS THAT AN ELEPHANT BEETLE? 

WHY, YES IT IS. 
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     ox beetle
           elephant beetle




       (San Antonio native)      (Costa Rica)

SAN ANTONIO, TX –
 Meet megasoma elephas, the elephant beetle. As part of an on-going collaborative research project between YOUR San Antonio Zoo, the Sophia M. Sachs Butterfly Conservatory, MO, and El Bosque Nuevo butterfly farm in Costa Rica, the San Antonio Zoo is now home to this enormous elephant beetle. The male elephant beetle, featured above was brought back from Costa Rica last week and is now in the Wild Wonders exhibit.  This research project has the interest and support of both the Costarican government and the management of the Guanacaste Conservation Area, Costa Rica, and is funded by your San Antonio Zoo, along with a grant from the Terrestrial Invertebrates Taxonomic Advisory Group of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums.  

For more information or to schedule an interview,

please contact Debbie Rios-Vanskike at the number above. 
The San Antonio Zoo is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing the highest standard of care for the animal and plant collections while offering a recreational and educational experience for our many visitors. The Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and is open 365 days a year. Admission for children ages 3 – 11 is $8. Admission for visitors ages 12 and older is $10.75 Seniors over the age of 62 pay a discounted rate of $8 and children two and younger are free. Family memberships are $70 good for the entire family. Admission tickets and memberships are now available online. 
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